Lead encephalopathy mimicking a cerebellar tumor.
Encephalopathy is a rare but severe complication of lead poisoning, mainly due to cerebral edema. Usually diffuse, symptoms and signs are sometimes focal, suggesting a false diagnosis of tumor, particularly cerebellar tumor. We report such a case diagnosed by MR imaging in which early treatment for edema avoided neurosurgical exploration. Only six cases have been published since Biemond and Van Creveld's first report in 1939. Several data--clinical and experimental--providing specific involvement of cerebellum in lead poisoning are emphasized.